
                
 

“People are hungry for stories. It’s part of our very being. 
Storytelling is a form of history, of immortality too. It goes from one 

generation to another.”  
Studs Terkel 
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Through storytelling, students are able to learn, grow, and 

experience the world around them in a whole new way. By 
engaging youth through mobile devices that they have come to 
know and love, we are able to encourage them to tell their stories 
and teach them that participation in their community’s future makes 
a difference. Not only are we exploring the latest app-based 
technology with them, we are also using a proven educational 
strategy to allow them to think creatively, explore subjects that 
empower them, and engage in issues that are important to them 
and advocate for social change.  



 
Project Based Learning Through The Lens 

Apps that count! 
 

 
• Architecture: Students can explore everyday architecture and 

structural masterpieces by looking at lines, shapes, patterns, 
color, and textures all from different vantage points.  

 

  Mextures: Great for adding vintage layers, textures, grit, 
and flares to any image, $1.99 

 
 

• Black and White: Student can explore core concepts of tonal 
contrast, light sources, and shadows through a variety of 
apps.  

 

 Faded: Allows the user to add dust, scratches, emulsions, 
gradients, light leaks and more to create authentic retro images, 
$0.99 

 

 VSCO: Easy to use app allows students to explore hue, 
tone, saturation, and contrast. Also has a great on-board camera 
function that allows you to lock focus, exposure, and manually 
select shutter speed for the budding photographer, free 

 
 



• Donut Selfie: Great project for individuals or groups. Allows 
students to explore the environment around them as well as 
understand basic film techniques such as visual design and 
transitions.  

 

 iMovie: Comes with the most recent version of iPhone 
and iPad Operating System (iOS 8). Simple, streamlined non-
linear editing system, where student can work with both picture 
and sound editing, free 
 

Splice: Simple video editing app that allows users to 
explore picture and sound editing in a user-friendly interface, 
free 

 
 

• Double Exposures: Create collaborations between students, 
where young photographers can explore nature, horizons, 
and beyond.   
 

  InstaBlender, $0.99 
 

 Blend Pic, Free 
 

 
 



• Emojis: Allows students to explore emotion and identity 
through photography.  
 

                             
 
 

• Halloween Videos: Fun, thematic videos for students to think 
creatively using design thinking.  

 

 Ghost Lens: Students can create spooky and goolish 
Halloween videos using this app, which allows you to overlay 
two video tracks, free 

 
• Hyperlapse: Students can create amazing time lapse videos 

with Instagram’s in-house stabilization to shot polished 
footage.  Great for cross-curricular projects that include 
building and model creation, free 

 

 Hyperlapse, free 
 



• Landscapes: By exploring the natural environment around 
them, students can look at frame composition and the rule of 
thirds.  
 

Horizon Camera: Assists user to create a perfectly   
straight horizon for any photo and video, free 

 

 Avaiary: Comprehensive photo editing app where 
students can auto enhance photos, create unique effects, add 
color balance, adjust color tempature, hue, saturation, add text, 
and much more, fee 
 

 Snapseed: The HDR function on this app is useful for 
students shooting outdoor scenes and landscapes, free 

 
 

• Light Writing: Students can learn about advanced 
photographic techniques such as Apeture and Shutter Speed, 
while applying their own unique twist to write with Light! 
Challenges participants to work as a team to create a well-
composed and legible image.  
 

 Long Expo Pro, free 
 



 
• Motion Blur: By delving into action and the motion around 

them, students can look deeper at modes of transportation, 
sports, animal life, and nearly anyone or anything that moves. 

 

 Slow Shutter gives young photographers the chance to 
look at different shutter speeds in relation to the various subjects 
in motion that they wish to capture, $0.99 
 
 
• Trick Photography: Students can explore scale, perspective, 

and depth while they work as a team to create a trick image. 
Any app is a good fit for this activity. 
 

Afterlight,: Great for fine-tuning and making simple 
adjustments on nearly any image, $0.99 

 
 

• Stop Motion: Students can tell stories of all shapes and sizes, 
from bullying, to cell function, to undersea life. The options 
are plentiful when students create their own stop motion 
world.   

 

 Stop Motion Studio, free 
 



• Vines: Students can create 6 second videos that combine 
trick photography, basic storytelling, and photojournalism. 
They can use the Vine on-board editor.  

 

 Vine, free 
 

 
If you are in a classroom without devices and/or tablets, there are 
also some great online photo editing apps that can be used to 
achieve similar results. 
 

 Pic Monkey, online, free 
 
 

 Pixlr Editor & Pixlr Express: Online, free 
 
 
 
 




