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What does it mean 
to be college and 
career ready? 
!

How might we view 
the Common Core 
State Standards as 
a vehicle for 
inspiring student 
learning? 
!

What are you doing 
now that supports 
children to be 
college and career 
ready? 
!

What are your next 
steps? 



Furious activity is 
no substitute for 
understanding.    

   

Rev.  H. H. Williams, Bishop of Carlisle, 1861 





College!and!Career!Readiness!!
(applies!to!all!content!areas!and!grade!levels)!
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ELA K-12 
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What kinds of experiences 
will the child you 
visualized need to have to 
be successful? 
 

What skills will she or he 
need to be prepared to 
work and live in the 21st 
century?  
!



“The%descrip,ons%that%follow%are%not%
standards%themselves%but%instead%
offer%a%portrait%of%students%who%
meet%the%standards%set%out%in%this%
document…”!



Build strong 
content 

knowledge 
 

Comprehend 
as well as 
critique 

 

Demonstrate 
Independence 

Respond to 
varying demands 

of audience, tasks, 
purpose, discipline 

 

Use technology and 
digital media 

strategically and 
capably  

Value  
evidence 

Come to 
understand other 
perspectives and 

cultures 
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They 
demonstrate 
independence. 



They build 
strong content 
knowledge. 



They respond to the varying 
demands of audience, task, 
purpose, and discipline. 



They comprehend as 
well as critique. 



They value evidence. 



They come to understand 
other perspectives and 
cultures. 



They use 
technology 
and digital 
media 
strategically 
and capably. 



Let’s see it in action! 

•  College and Career Readiness 
Descriptors 

 
– Literacy Activity 



Watch for examples 
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Let’s talk about it… 

Table Group Discussion 
•  What evidence did you see that children were 

developing these characteristics? 
•  How did the leader support the children’s 

thinking and behavior? 
•  How could the leader have gone deeper? 

 
 

 
 



Let’s become experts… 

•  1s   They demonstrate independence 
•  2s   They build strong content knowledge 
•  3s    They respond to the varying demands of 

   audience, task purpose, and discipline 
•  4s   They comprehend as well as critique 
•  5s   They value evidence 
•  6s   They come to understand other     

   perspectives and cultures 
•  7s   Students use technology and digital   

   media strategically and  and capably 



Let’s think about it… 

Work with your group to… 
1.  Write your descriptor (define in your own words) 
2.  Discuss how you are already doing this or could do 

it 
3.  List examples of what it might look like during out-

of-school time 
4.  Prepare a chart to share with the group 
 



Gallery Walk… 

Look at each descriptor 
1. Take notes on any ideas you would like 

to take with you. 
2.  Jot down questions you have. 



College & Career Ready? 



What will it take to 
reach beyond 
traditional alignment 
and compliance to 
achieve what’s not only 
possible, but 
necessary? 
!



Think about your sites 

How can you take back 
what you have learned 
today?  
 

What are the first three 
things you are going to 
do? 
 



What questions  
do you have? 



For more information go to 

afterschoolkidz.org 

AfterSchool Programs from DSC 

PROGRAMS K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

AfterSchool KidzLit x x x x x x x x x 

AfterSchool KidzMath x x x x x x x 

AfterSchool KidzScience x x x 

AfterSchool KidzLibrary x x x x x x x 

The Math Explorer x x x 

The Science Explorer x x x x x x x 



Let’s keep the conversation 
going… 

 
To download the resources we shared today,  

please go to: 
 

http://info.devstu.org/continue-the-after-
school-conversation 

 
Melissa Tovaas: 

Melissa_tovaas@devstu.org  
 
 

 



Thank you! 



Leader Facilitation Tips
To support and promote deep learning, leaders can:

• Ask open-ended questions

•  Use cooperative structures such as “Turn to Your Partner” or “Think, Pair, Share”

•  Use at least 5–10 seconds of “wait-time” after asking each question before calling 

on anyone to respond

•  Respond to children in a neutral manner instead of using praise: “Why do you 

think that,” “Tell us about your thinking,” or “Thank you,” instead of “Awesome” 

or “Great”

•  Avoid repeating or paraphrasing the childrens’ comments; encourage them to 

listen to one another and not just to you

•  Ask questions that help children respond to one another directly: “What questions 

do you want to ask [Jasmine] about her thinking?”

•  Ask follow-up questions to have children build on one another’s thinking: 

“What can you add to [Julian’s] thinking?”

• Have the children turn and look at and listen to the person who is speaking

• Have children call on one another during discussions

•  Have children use discussion prompts: “I agree with ____ because…”; “I disagree 

with  ___ because…”; or “In addition to what ___ said, I think…”

Nonprofit. Mission Driven. Research Based. Since 1980.
afterschoolkidz.org 
facebook.com/AfterSchoolTheDSCWay
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Common Core Reflection Tool 
for After-school Programs

Students Demonstrate Independence
Children can challenge themselves with increasingly harder tasks because they have 
the skills and strategies for solving problems for themselves. They have the confidence 
and the stamina to stay with a problem longer.

Children are:

____ a.  Discussing their understanding of complex texts (books, articles, websites, etc.)

____ b.  Using evidence from texts to convey specific, multifaceted information

____ c.  Demonstrating understanding of a speaker’s message

____ d.  Expressing their own ideas during conversations and discussions

____ e.  Asking clarifying questions during conversations and discussions

____ f.   Building on the ideas of others during conversations and discussions

____ g.  Taking responsibility for their own learning and behavior

NOTES:

1

Leaders can use this checklist as a tool for observation, reflection, and self-evaluation 
as they consider the portrait of college- and career-readiness and implement the 
Common Core State Standards.

 
Name of activity ___________________________________  Date ___________________



Common Core Reflection Tool 
for After-school Programs

Students Build Strong Content Knowledge
Children establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of subject matter 
by engaging with works of quality and substance. They read purposefully and 
listen attentively to gain both general knowledge and discipline-specific expertise. 
They refine and share their knowledge through writing and speaking.

Children are:

____ a. Connecting and comparing ideas and information presented in texts

____ b.  Demonstrating their understanding of a topic or problem through written 
and oral communication

____ c. Sharing their knowledge through writing and speaking

NOTES:

2



Common Core Reflection Tool 
for After-school Programs

 
Students Respond to Varying Demands of Audience, Task, 
Purpose, and Discipline
Children adapt their communication in relation to audience, task, purpose, and 
discipline. They also know that different disciplines call for different types of evidence 
(e.g., documentary evidence in history, experimental evidence in science).

Children are:

____ a. Demonstrating an ability to write and speak for formal and informal purposes

____ b. Demonstrating effective word choice to convey ideas to varied audiences

____ c. Setting a purpose for writing based on a given task

____ d. Setting a purpose for speaking or listening based on a given task

NOTES:

3



Common Core Reflection Tool 
for After-school Programs

 
Students Comprehend as Well as Critique
Children are engaged and open-minded—but discerning—readers and listeners. 
They work diligently to understand precisely what an author or speaker is saying, 
but they also question an author’s or speaker’s assumptions and premises.

They expect to disagree and to explain their position. They have a tolerance for 
and expectation of uncertainty, and understand the value of listening to others, 
particularly those who think differently.

Children are:

____ a. Open-minded to new ideas presented in conversation, text, and digital media

____ b. Identifying underlying assumptions of an author or speaker

____ c. Reviewing and evaluating information presented by an author or speaker

____ d.  Assessing the validity of claims presented by an author or speaker based 
on evidence

NOTES:

4



Common Core Reflection Tool 
for After-school Programs

Students Value Evidence
Children cite specific evidence when offering an oral or written interpretation 
of a text. They use relevant evidence when supporting their own points in writing 
and speaking, making their reasoning clear to the reader or listener, and they 
constructively evaluate others’ use of evidence.

Children are:

____ a. Giving evidence from the text (unprompted) to support their thinking

____ b. Demonstrating clear, effective written and oral communication

____ c. Agreeing and disagreeing with peers and explaining why

____ d. Effectively identifying and constructing detailed support for ideas in written  
 and oral communication

____ e.  Providing sound explanations and justifications for claims made in written and 
oral communication

____ f. Seeking evidence from others when interpreting written and oral    
 communication

NOTES:

5



Common Core Reflection Tool 
for After-school Programs

Students Come to Understand Other Perspectives and Cultures
Children appreciate that 21st-century classrooms and workplaces are settings 
in which people from widely divergent cultures, and who represent diverse 
experiences and perspectives, must learn and work together. Children actively 
seek to understand other perspectives and cultures through reading and listening, 
and they are able to communicate effectively with people of varied backgrounds. 
They evaluate other points of view critically and constructively. Through reading 
great works of classic and contemporary literature representative of a variety of 
periods, cultures, and worldviews, students can vicariously inhabit worlds and have 
experiences much different from their own.

Children are:

____ a. Appreciating diverse experiences and opinions

____ b. Communicating effectively with individuals from varied backgrounds

____ c. Demonstrating collaborative skills that support cooperative learning

____ d.  Seeking to better understand others and their viewpoints through reading and 
listening

____ e. Reading a variety of literature across time periods and cultures

____ f. Describing and attempting to understand the experiences of other cultures 
 and time periods

____ g.  Contributing diverse ideas, opinions, and comments to whole-group 
discussions

____ h. Using effective conflict-resolution skills 

NOTES:

6



Common Core Reflection Tool 
for After-school Programs

 Students Use Technology and Digital Media Strategically 
and Capably
Children employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language use. They tailor their searches online to acquire useful 
information efficiently, and they integrate what they learn using technology with 
what they learn offline.

Children are:

____ a. Identifying and using a wide variety of technology tools

____ b. Using a variety of technology tools to enhance their written and oral   
 communication

____ c.  Demonstrating research skills to effectively and efficiently retrieve information 
online

____ d. Integrating print and digital media sources in written and oral communication

____ e.  Selecting technology tools according to their purpose, considering audience 
and task

____ f.  Recognizing and regulating competing demands of attention (interest, 
task-directed, etc.) when using technology tools

NOTES:

7
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