
Creating a Common 
Core Learning 
Environment  

How to imbed an academic underpinning 
into your program and thinking 



What do you see? 
 

Write down some initial 
observations. 

 
Take a minute and talk 

with your neighbor about 
what they wrote. 

 
Consider how this 

connects to a learning 
environment 



Points to consider 
O Activity choice 
O The role of after school and expanded learning 

in implementing the common core state 
standards and student success 

O The intersection between research and practice 
O Aligning seamless learning between school and 

out-of-school  
O Implications for global learning and 

competitiveness 



Workshop goals  
O To create learning opportunities in after school that are 

engaging and meaningful for the children you serve 
O To practice developing and teaching a lesson that has 

components of embedded learning that is linked to core 
principles 

O Learn how to apply Gardner’s multiple intelligence theory 
to the children in your program and create experiences 
geared around tapping into their potential 

O Learn about the role that you as staff play in setting the 
culture and climate for “stealth learning” during the after 
school time 

O Discover resources that will help to enhance your program 
and be a critical linkage to reinforce learning 

 



What is the Common Core? 
O Standards that address depth, not breadth 
O An equalizer in 46 states (all teaching and learning 

the same material) 
O They follow a staircase 

O Early grades learn skills intensively  
O Later grades build on skills with the knowledge base 

O Not a federal mandate, state choice, state adoption 
What does this mean for after school?  
- Plays a crucial role helping to expand the learning day 
through partnerships and project based learning 
- Students are prepared for college, career, and 
citizenship applying concepts in a real world way 



Common Core Habits of Mind 

O Demonstrate independence 
O Build strong content knowledge 
O Respond to the varying demands of the 

audience, task, purpose, and discipline 
O Comprehend as well as critique 
O Value evidence 
O Use technology and digital media strategically 

and capably 
O Come to understand other perspectives and 

cultures 



Demonstrate independence 
O Allow spaces for youth to experiment  

O Art space 
O Science table 

O Allow spaces for youth to lead 
O Problem solving 
O Leadership opportunities 

O Allow spaces for youth to collaborate 
O Teamwork 
O Small group activities 

 



Build strong content 
knowledge 

O Create opportunities for youth to go deeper 
into topics 
O Art and artists 
O Cooking and math 
O Sports and stats 
O Youth interest areas  

O Survey youth 
O Provide access to resources 
O Real world connections 



Respond to the varying demands 
of the audience, task, purpose, 

and discipline 
O Allow for sequenced activities 

O Create opportunities for project-based 
learning  

O Skills build upon prior knowledge 
O Require attention to activity tasks 
O Require rigor and discipline 

O Build in reflection time for youth to 
understand the purpose of the activity 



Comprehend as well as 
critique 

O Don’t do an activity for the sake of 
something to do 
O Build in checks for youth to comprehend the 

concept of what they are engaged in 
O Challenge them to examine the process and 

suggest better ways 
O How would they adapt the activity, what are 

their thoughts on the subject 
O This generation of youth want to make a 

difference, allow them to have a voice 



Value evidence 
O Allow opportunities for youth to talk about 

both the process and the outcomes 
O What helped us reach _____? 
O Why was ________ so important? 
O Who were ______________ in the process? 



Use technology and digital 
media strategically and capably 

O We are in the digital age…youth are wired 
and understand how to use the parts and 
whole of technology. 
O Are there opportunities in your program to 

integrate several areas to deepen their 
understanding of the interconnectedness to 
the real world? 
O Video production, use of multiple programs to 

create an end product 
O Opportunities for engagement inside and out of 

the program and school day 



Come to understand other 
perspectives and cultures 

O Habits of mind link to global competence 
O Investigate the world 
O Communicate ideas 
O Recognize perspectives 
O Take action 

O After School and Expanded Learning 
programs offer opportunities to explore 
concepts in a deeper way to reinforce 
learning 

 



Habits of Mind in Action 
O What does it look like in after school? 



Circle Drawing  
O Working in groups of five, use the chart 

paper to draw circle in the center of the 
page 

O Passing the marker around the group 
clockwise, draw a dot and a ring around the 
center circle.  

O Do the same thing seven more times with 
each ring expanding outward and getting 
smaller relative to the position of the center 
circle. 



Between the lines 
 

O Each team member now gets a marker. 
O Use your colors to make swirls, shapes, 

shading, and other things to enhance your 
rings between the lines…do not cross over 
the lines 

O Hang on the wall – gallery walk to see others 
with your group…talk about reflections or 
things you notice about others work 
 



Debriefing the activity  
O What were some things you noticed about 

the different designs? 
O How did the incorporation of shading and 

personalizing the drawing change the 
activity for you? 

O Were there any connections to the children 
you work with in this activity? 

O How does this contribute to a learning 
environment? 



 



How are children learning? 
O Think for a minute about some of the 

children in your program… 
O What are their interests? 
O Do they gravitate toward certain activities? 
O Are there certain areas they are “good” at? 
O What activities are you developing to meet 

their needs?  



What is Alignment? 



Engaged Learning 
The role of afterschool in the Common Core Standards 

O Understand the standards 
O Out of school educators are the link between 

school-based curriculum and the rest of a 
student’s world  

   – Elena Silva, Carnegie Corporation 

O Focus on aligning activities with habits of 
mind rather than individual content 
standards 
O Afterschool programs can foster a high level of 

student interest in learning through integrated 
content and experiential delivery 

 



Communication is Key 
Creating a culture for partnerships and alignment  

O Academic Alignment 
O Create mechanisms for ongoing 

communication and data sharing 
O Understand what teachers are teaching and 

when 
O The program can compliment the school-day 

instruction and support learning through 
inquiry, experiential learning, and student 
interest 



Seamless transitioning  
O Training on the common core is ongoing 

O This presents an opportunity for joint 
professional development  
O School-day and afterschool staff build skills 

and share promising practices 
O Puts the student at the center of the discussion 

and values all partners committed to student 
success at a common table 
 



What does it look like? 
O Provide youth a space to practice the 

learning of the school-day in the context of 
engaging activities 
O A bridge for learning could be created 

through joint planning time to allow the 
lesson to come to life through the expanded 
learning opportunities provided by the 
afterschool program  



The role of climate in learning 

O What ways are programs are allowing children to 
explore their interests? 

O A program can have a literacy base and use 
multiple methods from the frameworks without 
even looking like a literacy program 

O Are the children going outside and exploring the 
field/playground area, journaling about their 
summer, or interviewing people for a newspaper 
project? 

O All of these things are forms of embedded 
“stealth” learning that enhance your program 



Making Connections  
O Children are learning all the time, the key is 

how to focus that learning into opportunities 
O Communicate with school staff/teachers 
O Attend school staff meetings, present your 

program as a partner in learning 
O Get parents involved in activities both after 

school and home 
 



What are you interested in? 
O Is there a hobby or something you enjoy 

doing? 
O Are there ways this could be linked to the 

activities? 
O Could there be learning connections to the 

frameworks? 



Embed the Concepts 
O Use the language of expanded learning 

opportunities and habits of mind 
O Critical thinking 
O Multiple viewpoints 
O Making connections 
O Imagining alternatives 
O Make content relevant 



Resources 
O Common Core Standards 

O http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards  
O SEDL – After School Curriculum Guides 

O http://www.sedl.org/afterschool/toolkits/  

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards�
http://www.sedl.org/afterschool/toolkits/�


Questions 



Contact Information  
Ken Anthony,  
Director of Professional Development 
Connecticut After School Network 
 
860-730-2942 office / 860-806-1823 cell 
kanthony@ctafterschoolnetwork.org  
 
www.ctafterschoolnetwork.org 
Follow us on Twitter @ CTASN/Facebook! 

mailto:kanthony@ctafterschoolnetwork.org�
http://www.ctafterschoolnetwork.org/�
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